Pamidronate (Aredia, Ciba).
Pamidronate disodium appears beneficial in relieving metastatic bone pain refractory to NSAIDS and steroids. However, due to the invasiveness of administration and costs associated with the infusion, it should not be considered first line therapy. On the other hand, potential cost savings over conventional radiation therapy or surgery to relieve bone pain could make pamidronate a very attractive option.